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atitJienticity, has occasioned a degree of trouble far beyond that of ftny other species of composition. Were I to detail the books iviiich I have consulted, and the inquiries which I liave fotmd it necessary to make by various channels, I should probably be t/taught ridiculously ostentatious. Let me only observe, as a specimen, of my trouble, that I have sometimes been obliged to i'?m half over London, in order to fix a date correctly; which,, •zu/icit I had accomplished, I well knew would obtain me no praise, t/iovgli a failure would have been to my discredit. And after all, perhaps, hard as it may be, I shall not be surprised if omissions oj- mistakes be pointed out with invidious severity. I have also been extremely careful as to the exactness of my quotations; holding that there is a respect due to the publick which should oblige every Authour to attend to this, and never to presume to introduce them with,—' I think I have read ;'—or,—' If I remember right;'—token the originals may be examined''.
I beg leave to express my warmest thanks to those who have been pleased to favour me with communications and advice in the conduct of my Work. But I cannot sufficiently acknowledge my obligations to my friend Mr. Malone, ivho was so good as to allow me to read to him almost the whole of my manuscript, and. make such remarks as were greatly fur the advantage of the Work'-'; tliough it is but fair to him to mention, that upon many occasions I differed from liim, and followed my own judgement.
' It is an interesting question how     bon   used  of Tillcmont :-•-•' His  in»
far lioswcll derived his love of truth     amiable accuracy almost assumes the
from himself, and how far from John-     character of {••emus.1   Gibbon's Misc.
son's training;.    He was one of John-      Works, \. 213.
son's school.  Me himself quotes Key-         " 'The revision of my Life ofjalm-
riolds's observation,' that all who were     son, by so acute and knowing a critic
of his sclnitil are distinguished for a     as Mr. Malone, is of most essential
love of truth  and  accuracy, which     consequence,   especially   as   he   is
the)'would not have possessed in the    Johnsonianissiimis?   Letters of Bos-
same degree if they had not been     well, p. 310.   A'few weeks earlier he
acquainted with Johnson' {pout, under     had written :—'Yesterday afternoon
M.'irch 30, /77#).  Writing" to Temple     Malone and I made ready for the
in  1789, he said:—'Johnson taught     press thirty pages of Johnson's Life;
me to cross-question in common life.'     he is much pleased with it;   but I
Letters of Jinrtoell, p. 280.    His quo-     feel a sad indifference [he had lately
tations, nevertheless, are not unfrc-     lost his wife], and he says, " I have
qucntly inaccurate. Yet to him might     not  the use of my faculties.'"    Ib.
fairly be applied the words that (rib-     p. 308.
/ regrett. 7. His industry grew much less towards the close of Johnson's life. Under May 8, 1781, he records:— 'Of his conversation on that and other occasions during this period, I neglected to keep any regular record.' On May 15, 1783 : — ' I have no minute ol any interview with Johnson [from May i] till May 15.' May 15, 1784:— 'Of these days and others on which I saw him I have no memorials.'
